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NEWLETTER 1, MARCH 2008 

 

Please note this is a quarterly newsletter. 4 per year.  March, June, Sept and Dec. 

Deadlines are the 3
rd

 Monday of the month preceding its issue. 

Contributions can be emailed to Michael Cerchez at cerchez@chariot.net.au  

 

 

WELCOME TO 2008! 
 

FRIENDS OF BELAIR NATIONAL 

PARK.  ABN 38 093 387 757 

PO Box 2 Belair SA 5052 

Email friendsofbelairpark@msn.com.      

Website 

www.communitywebs.org/friendsofbelairp

ark 

   

OFFICE BEARERS FOR 2008 
PRESIDENT Mike Cerchez 8339 6801 

VICE PRESIDENT Jim Trueman 8278 9359  

SECRETARY Jill Salvi 8278 6736   4 Colton Rd 

BLACKWOOD SA 5051 

TREASURER Carol Parrott 8278 6783 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS. Eric Cole, Brian 

DuBois, Barry Palmer, Isabel Storer, Ron Tamblyn. 

 

 

VOLUNTEER CENTRE BOOKINGS

 Jill Salvi  8278 6736 

GUIDED WALKS   

 Shirley Alford  8278 1525 

LIBRARIAN    

 Pam Tamblyn   8278 6593 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR  

 Mike Cerchez  8339 6801 

WORKING BEES   

 Eric Cole  8278 3816  

SIGNIFICANT TREES  

 Ron Tamblyn  8278 6593  

 

President’s Report 2007 

 

This has been a year of continued 

achievement for the Friends of Belair 

National Park. There have not been special 

events or the start of major new projects, 

however, the group has continued to 

successfully contribute to Belair National 

Park.  

I thank the 2007 committee; who have kept 

the Group functioning and achieving this 

outcome. Special thanks go to Jill Salvi for 

the excellent job she has done as secretary, to 

Carol Parrott for the efficient way she has 

managed the money as treasurer, and to Eric 

Cole, who again has kept the working bees 

going well. Barry Palmer has chased up 

money for us by way of grants. This year we 

were successful in getting money for a new 

screen.  The committee, especially Ron and 

Faye, has found interesting and entertaining 

speakers for the meetings. Thank you to the 

committee, and a special plea to all the 

Friends, we need to have a committee to keep 

this group running. Please nominate for the 

committee. 

There have been numerous other people, who 

though not on the committee, have also 

contributed to the group. Mary Cole has again 

been the ladies’ working bee coordinator and 

mailto:cerchez@chariot.net.au
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kept that Dam project going as well as finding 

other parts of the park needing special 

attention. Shirley Alford has been the 

Tuesday walk coordinator and has led that 

group on many interesting and informative 

walks. As well as this, Shirley has filled in as 

ladies’ working bee coordinator in Mary’s 

absence. Toni Nicholson also needs a special 

thank you for the tireless way she keeps this 

volunteer centre cleaned. Pam Tamblyn has 

kept our library going as a valuable resource. 

Apart from the meetings, working bees, 

Tuesday walks and so on, the group has been 

involved in a wider range of activities.  

We have consulted with DEH regarding the 

ongoing redevelopment of the Park. Work on 

the playground redevelopment has started. A 

consultation meeting with DEH was well 

attended by Friends. We were presented with 

the plans and asked for suggestions. Later we 

were given the consultants report. We have 

not had any further consultation or feed back 

on this project. 

As far as the Park is concerned this year’s 

major changes have been the transfer of staff 

and workshop to Cleland. We wait, in 

anticipation, for the new entrance facility and 

the redevelopment of the workshop site. The 

new interpretive signs at various entrances to 

the Park are a welcome addition to the Park. 

The 2 Friends groups who work in the Park 

seem to have been omitted from any of the 

displays. An interpretative sign will however 

be erected at the railway dam revegetation 

site. 

We were well represented at various meetings 

and events during the year, such as the annual 

general meeting of Friends of Parks 

Incorporated, the annual Friends Forum at 

Port Lincoln and the Volunteers Thank You 

Christmas Break up at Cleland. 

The Cleland Walk, under the leadership of 

Jenny Skinner and Shirley Alford, was again 

well attended, and all participants enjoyed the 

event.  

Our participation in the Blackwood Christmas 

Pageant was greatly enhanced by the 

marvellous native animals, which were made 

by Les and Fay Loffler. They certainly 

proved to be a hit on the night. Thank you to 

the organising committee for the work they 

put in to make this a success. 

This year has seen major changes with regard 

to our interface with DEH. The Community 

Liaison Unit has disappeared and has been 

replaced by the Volunteer Support Unit. The 

Chain, the Friends Groups Newsletter 

disappeared and has been replaced by an 

electronic volunteers newsletter. 

Unfortunately, not all volunteers are 

electronic; some of us are still here as a hard 

copy. 

During the year, Nalini Klopp has been 

appointed to the new position of Senior 

Ranger, Volunteer Support. Nalini has been 

very helpful in this role and it was good to see 

her at various functions and meetings. 

Leah Egan, officially took over as our Liaison 

Ranger and I would like to thank her for the 

help she has given to our group. 

We held usual pleasant social occasions; our 

twice-yearly barbecues and our end of year 

“Birthday of the Park, Christmas” wind up. 

I’m sure there are many things I should have 

mentioned and many people I should have 

thanked, however this is only meant to be a 

brief report, and I apologise for any 

omissions.  

In closing, my concerns for the future are not 

the for weeds of Belair National Park, there’ll 

always be plenty of these, but for the number 

of Friends in the group and the number of 
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Friends on the committee. The number of 

these seems to be getting less.  Recruitment 

of new members is an urgent concern. 

 My thanks to everyone for all their support. 

 

Michael Cerchez Feb 2008 

 

Annual Report on Working Bees 2007 

 

1496 
 

1496. Yes, that’s the number of hours 

contributed last year by our Tuesday and 

Friday Weed Eradication working bees. A 

good effort, don’t you think. If it was contract 

labour at $30.00/hour that would amount to 

$44,880.00 and we don’t take tea breaks. 

 

Over the years our prime target has been 

boneseed and last year for the first time we 

broke away from this policy and spent the 

winter months tackling broome. In the summer 

months the soil is far too hard. We spent our 

time on the southern ends of VMU 25 and 31. 

For those not familiar these are either side of 

the Tilti Track and bounded at their southern 

end by Queen’s Jubilee Drive. 

 

We commenced the year working in VMU 27, 

bounded by the southern side of Queens 

Jubilee Drive, the Tilti Track and the railway. 

This area was thick with boneseed and 

contained a number of very steep slopes. I 

admired the manner in which our weeders 

tackled these slopes and I would not have been 

surprised if they had decided not to proceed 

but, the challenge was there and they were not 

going to let it beat them. 

 

The railway adjacent to VMU 27 has quite a 

wide tract of land and it is covered with 

boneseed and more. In early 2008 we are 

hopeful of coming to an agreement with the 

Australian Rail Track Corporation (ARTC) 

enabling us to enter their property in order to 

deal with the weeds. 

 

We ended the year returning to VMU9, an area 

we have not worked since 2004. Here again our 

objective was to deal with regrowth boneseed 

and any small olives or pittostorum or 

buckthorn or whatever. This unit was first 

worked in 2000 taking 20 months and over 1200 

hours of work. At that time most of the pines 

were ringbarked and many have fallen down. It 

is interesting to note that ringbarking was not 

always successful and I’m not sure whether this 

was due to our inefficiency or the ability of the 

pine to repair itself. 

 

Those Dam ladies have had a busy year. Most 

of their work has been follow up in unit 20, the 

dam area. They are particularly pleased with the 

regeneration of natives resulting from persistent 

weeding. 

 

Another area, which has been high on their list, 

is Unit 12 bounded by Pines Oval Road and 

Queen’s Jubilee Drive from the triangle up to 

the nursery. A visit some time ago from Doug 

the olive exterminator, has left some very dead 

olives along the Workanda Creek. This is an 

attractive area, very open to the public. Three 

years ago a large infestation of blackberry was 

discovered just back from the path that runs 

through the unit. The Ladies cut and swabbed 

with a vengeance. In 2007 the regrowth was 

dealt with together with some broom and this 

has made a significant difference. They are 

greatly encouraged to see the large number of 

natives appearing after all their hard work. It 

just proves how important it is to revisit. 

They have also worked in units 12,13, 17, 25, & 

26 and carried out roadside work in 22 and 28.  

 

Finally I would like to give a big thank you to 

all those who have helped on these working 

bees. Some for various reasons have been 

compelled for the time being to cease helping 

but all are hopeful of a return in the future. We 

miss them. 

 

I have no record of all the work done by those 

who have adopted blocks but I do know they 

make a very useful contribution and the result of 

their efforts can be seen in various parts of the 

park. 

 

Eric Cole 

Working Bee Coordinator, Dec 2007 
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EMERGENCY PROCEDURE 

 

 

When using the Park we all need to have in 

mind what actions we could take in the event 

of an unexpected emergency especially as we 

have been advised the Park Staff are no 

longer available to help us. Having previously 

given some thought to the matter it is easier 

to determine what the best procedure would 

be. 

 

If an ambulance is required call 000 and if 

you have difficulty getting this number you 

can call 112 using a mobile. Advise medical 

situation and your location. They will ask you 

a few pertinent questions regarding the 

patient. 

 

You will then need to direct them as to how 

the ambulance can reach you. They will not 

be familiar with the park and you can request 

they hang on and give directions as the 

ambulance proceeds through the park. If 

someone else is available with a car you can 

arrange to meet the ambulance at the 

information centre then lead them in. If 

working in a group in the bush you can send 

someone to the nearest point approachable by 

the ambulance. If on your own it is useful to 

have a good whistle (referee type) and you 

can request the ambulance to sound their 

siren on arrival. If possible do not leave the 

patient. All ambulances carry bolt cutters and 

can get through any locked gate.  

 

The best approach to your situation may be 

along Sheoak Road or Upper Sturt Road in 

which case it is advisable to be familiar with 

the gate numbers. I am assured each gate 

bears it’s number however you cannot 

account for what graffiti artists may do. 

 

You can never lay down a strict set of 

guidelines as each case is different and as 

suggested at the beginning these notes are to 

encourage you to give some thought as to 

how you would deal with the situation should 

it arise. 

 

Hopefully such a situation will never occur 

however as Lord Baden Powell said, “Be 

Prepared” 

 

Eric Cole. 

Working Bee Coordinator. 

February, 08. 
 

 

CALENDAR 2008 
 

REGULAR EVENTS 
 

General Meetings on the first Saturday of the month. 

1.00pm at the Volunteer Centre, Long Gully, Belair 

National Park. Visitors welcome.  

 

 Barbecues – Meetings of 5
th
 April and 1

st
 

November are at 12.30pm for a barbecue. 

 Please bring plate of salad or sweet slice to 

share, and $2.50 donation for meat. 

 

Working Bees on Tuesdays and Fridays, meet outside 

the Information Centre, Belair National Park 

 before 8.00 am Daylight Saving Time, or 8.30 am in 

the winter. 

NO WORKING BEE IF THERE IS A TOTAL FIRE 

BAN. 

Enquiries Eric 8278 3816 

 

Guided Walks are from April to December, on the 2
nd

 

and 4
th
 Tuesday afternoons. Meet outside the 

Information Centre, Belair National Park at 2.00 pm. 

All welcome. The first Tuesday walk for 2008 will be 

on 8
th
 April. (No walk if forecast temperature is over 

32 degrees) 

Enquiries Shirley 8278 1525. 

 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
 

August –FOOTSTEPS IN THE FLINDERS. The 

24
th

  Annual Forum of Friends of Parks 

Friday 15
th

  to Sunday 17th
 
.– at Old Wilpena 

Station, Flinders Ranges National Park.. 

Hosted by Friends of Flinders Ranges National Park.  

Early bird registrations, before 30
th
 June, save $20. 

Friends of Belair have information on the notice board, 

or telephone Margaret Williams, registration officer on 

8268 2712 or by email: frankwil@adam.com.au.. 

 

December -Friday 19
th

 Belair Park 117
th

 Birthday 

and Friends 23
rd

 Birthday.  
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INFORMATION SENT TO FRIENDS OF BELAIR. 

Email Jill on jrsalvi@chariot.net.au if you would like 

the following information emailed to you. (or as hard 

copy) 

 

1. PLANT LIST 

Dr Ralph Foster has supplied to us, following an 

enquiry from a student, a list of Flora of Belair 

National Park.  A printed copy (18 pages) has been 

made for our library, but those interested in such a list 

might prefer a copy sent by email, in order to search it 

by computer as required. 

 

2. REVISED GUIDELINES FOR PEOPLE IN CARS 

DURING BUSHFIRES. 

If you want to read this, please ask. 

 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

We are happy to extend a warm welcome to 

new member Corey Stevens joining the group 

this year. We hope that you will enjoy being 

part of the group and participating in the 

many and various activities on our calendar. 

 
 

EXTRACT FROM 
 SOUTHERN LOFTY VOLUNTEER NEWSLETTER 

SUMMER 2007  

Glyphosate - a systemic non-selective herbicide which 

affects all species of plant (broadleaf, woody and 

grassy). Glyphosate can be residual in the soil for up 

to four weeks and can be absorbed by roots and bulbs. 

It can be safely sprayed late in the year, when 

susceptible native ground flora (i.e. orchids, lilies, 

ferns, etc) have become dormant. However, 

Glyphosate will kill any non-dormant species (e.g. 

native grasses) which are still growing. Glyphosate is 

very useful in a wipe on situation. Round Up 

Biactive® is a Glyphosate product that contains no 

surfactants or penetrants and is therefore suitable to 

use in wet areas. 

 (italics mine – Jill Salvi.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE “DAM LADIES” IN THEIR AREA 

mailto:jrsalvi@chariot.net.au
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FRIENDS OF BELAIR NATIONAL PARK 

Statement of income and expenditure year ended 31-12-2007 

 

Income $ Expenditure $ 

Opening balance 5453.28(term deposit)) Office equipment 666.83 

 4094.83(Cheque acct) Postage/telephone/stationary 287.45 

Membership fees 730.00 Tools & fuel 523.35 

Donations 265.00 Membership fees 005.00 

Bank Interest 419.94 Newsletters 008.50 

BBQ profits 75.90 Photographs 031.95 

                    Sub total 11038.95 Library 047.45 

Grants  V.C.Cleaning 028.43 

  V.C.Catering 010.00 

O’Head projection screen 620.00 Trailer registration 079.00 

Maze project 450.00 Bank Fees 015.00 

                       Sub total 1070.00 Sundries 197.16 

  Christmas Pageant 063.71 

  Materials 058.38 

  1
st
 Aid Equipment 007.50 

  O’Head projector screen 564.85 

  Bridal creeper control 269.78 

  Peroomba Creek 029.94 

  Maze project 293.03 

  Sub total 3187.81 

  Closing balance 8921.64 

 12108.95  12108.95 

    

GRANTS AND SPECIAL FUNDS 

 

Restoration fund 507.48   

Significant Trees 89.97   

O’Head Projector Screen 55.15   

Maze Project 156.97   

* Volunteer Centre 1000.00   

 1809.57   

    

* NB on term deposit.Transferred ex Cheque Account October 2007 

 

CHEQUE ACCOUNT RECONCILIATION 

 

Opening balance $4094.83 

Add receipts $2560.84 

 $6655.67 

Less interest on term deposits $0411.70 

 $6243.97 

Less payments $4187.31 

 $2056.66 

  

FUNDS AVAILABLE 

 

Cheque Account $2056.66 

 

Term deposits 

 

078.4036197160 $5864.98 

078.4036450160 $1000.00 

 $8921.64 
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VOLUNTEERS’ CHRISTMAS 

BREAK-UP 

 

AT CLELAND 

 

2007 

Toni and Richard Coomb 

enjoying the event 

Leah Egan (our Liaison Ranger) and 

Jenny Pitman (our current acting 

Liaison Ranger), enjoying the night 

at Cleland 

One of Cleland’s local residents puts in 

an appearance at the function 

Some of the Friends of Belair National Park at 

Cleland, enjoying the food, and social occasion 
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Ralp Foster is presented with his 10 year 

certificate at the 2007 Birthday Function 

 

 

Jenny’s excitement on seeing a rare orchid 

 

Photographs in this newsletter were 

contributed by Jenny Skinner, Barry Palmer, 

Leah Egan, Michael Cerchez and Carol 

Parrott. 

 

 

 

TOUR - WITTUNGA TO 

EUDUNDA 
Friends of Belair are working in conjunction with 

Blackwood South Neighbourhood Watch on a bus 

trip to historic Eudunda to be hosted by Maggy 

Ragless (Mitcham Council's Community 

Historian)  

DATE: Saturday 12 APRIL 2008 MEET: 

Coromandel Railway Station Car Park TIME: 

9.00 am SHARP. COST: $50 per person – lunch 

and drinks on bus included 

We aim to return to Coromandel Railway Station 

by 6.00 pm .approx. 

Trip will include  ..........................  

 Pit-Stops at impressive Gawler Visitor 

Centre on Lyndoch Road  

 Visit to the unique Eudunda Heritage 

Centre and Museum  

 Inspection of fascinating artwork in Colin 

Thiele Memorial Gardens  

 Drive around the "Colin Thiele Trail" in 

surrounding district  

 A Special Indoor Lunch provided by the 

local Heritage Group  

 Visit a Pottery and Art Studio at "Gum 

Vale" property (near Julia Creek)  

This Bus Tour has been arranged as part of fund-

raising efforts for Commemorative Table projects 

at Blackwood Hill Reserve and other Reserves 

along the historic Coromandel Valley.  

Jim and Ronda Dunstan, who design and 

construct the various table tops, are Eudunda 

District residents. They have been instrumental in 

building many similar tables and other art work in 

the Eudunda District  with a lot of Community 

and schoolchildren support. 

NUMBERS ARE STRICTLY LIMITED 

Bookings and payment – Ron Tamblyn 
on 8278 6593 or Geoff or Liz Bartlett on 
8370 3006 by Friday 4 April. Full 
payment due by 4 April please - 
(Cheques to be made payable to 
“Blackwood South NHW”).

. 

 


