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From The Editor, 

With the sweeping change of governments, State and Federal, we need  

to look for the opportunities for a brighter future, environmentally. 

The additional funding promised by both governments will undoubtedly 

increase the level of environmental grants on offer. There is a significant 

workload involved in the application for, administration of, and imple-

mentation of these grants – often carried out by contractors who need 

our  supervision. This workload has been undertaken by relatively few of 

our members and they will need additional help. 

Any member wishing to assist with grants should contact our Secretary, 
Craig Baulderstone.  

-Tony Dyson 

 We respectfully acknowledge the Kaurna people of the Adelaide Plains as the  traditional custodians of the land on which we live. 

MYCENA FUNGI 

PHOTO : PETE RAINE 
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President’s Report 

 

Each Friday my wife, our friend Barry and I go for a 
walk in Belair Nation Park and explore the many 
tracks for three or four hours. We enjoy the terrain, 
vegetation and views. As well as spending some 
time weeding and sitting in a peaceful spot enjoying 
our morning tea. 

 

The most exciting part of the morning activity is 
meeting others using the Park. 

 

Today, a gloomy, drizzly Friday morning Barry and I 
met over twenty people. They were walking, bike 
riding, jogging, playing with their children or walking 
the dog. Everyone had one thing in common: they 
were enjoying “their” park. 

 

Belair National Park is a very special place that we 
as members of FoBNP take pride in, share and help 
maintain. We are very lucky to have this resource so 
readily available. 

 

Although I have been a member of FoBNP for many 
years (as a Tuesday weeder) I have only this year 
become involved in the Committee. Two others 
have joined the Committee this year – Craig 
Baulderstone and Miriam Saunders. I welcome 
them to the Committee, and extend my thanks to all 
those continuing Committee members. A full list of 
Committee members can be found on the last page 
of the newsletter, 

 

The FoBNP Monthly General Meeting is held at the 
Volunteer Centre on the first Saturday of each 
month where all members are able to raise matters 
with the Committee and get reports on new and on-
going activities. As well as the formal meeting there 
is an interesting talk capably arranged by Peter 
Raine. The list of speakers is in this Newsletter as 
well as on our web site:                                    

(https://www.friendsofbelairpark.org.au/ ) 

I would like to pick out some highlights of FoBNP 
activities. 

 

A key event for the promotion of FoBNP was the 
Hiking Expo organised by WalkinSA and held in 
BNP on 3 April. We had several displays with post-
cards for sale ($350 of sales). There were a number 
of new members joining on the day. Thanks to all 
the volunteers who helped, particularly the Raine 
family. 

 

Weeding and Revegetation continue to be signifi-
cant projects. Particular thanks to Barb Raine for 
her work with a number of school groups. The re-
vegetation of parts of the old Belair Golf Course, 
and the development of the “Bandicoot Superhigh-
way” are a major undertaking for the Friends along 
with a number of other groups. 

The “Bandicoot Superhighway” is largely funded by 
a substantial grant from Friends of Parks through 
the Partnership Grant program. The work is being 
undertaken by several Friends Groups along the 
route of the Superhighway. More information can be 
found at the following web site: 
https://www.landscape.sa.gov.au/hf/our-priorities/ 
nature/nature-projects/bandicootsuperhighway 
 

 

https://www.landscape.sa.gov.au/hf/our-priorities/
nature/nature-projects/bandicootsuperhighway 

 
Two events which I recently attended are, first, the 
Friends of Parks AGM (by video link) on 22 May 
with most Friends Groups represented. Secondly, 
with two other Members, the Green Adelaide Volun-
teer Celebration at Brookside Cellars, Tranmere on 
25 May. More about these events at the General 
Meeting on Saturday, 4 June at the Volunteers Cen-
tre. 

 
-David French 

Cover Photo 

There is a fundamental difference between plants and fungi at the cellular level. A plant cell is surrounded by a cellu-

lar membrane that is contained within a cell wall made predominantly of cellulose. A fungal cell also has a cellular 

membrane but does not have a cell wall. The earliest fossil fungi have been dated at c.950 million years and the  

earliest fossil land plants (liverworts) have been dated at c.420 million years. 

There are about 350,000 land plant species and mycologists estimate that there could be as many as 1.5 million 

fungal species. 

-Tony Dyson 

https://www.friendsofbelairpark.org.au/
https://www.landscape.sa.gov.au/hf/our-priorities/nature/nature-projects/bandicootsuperhighway
https://www.landscape.sa.gov.au/hf/our-priorities/nature/nature-projects/bandicootsuperhighway
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Talks at Monthly Meetings 

Our guest speaker this afternoon was Dr Cherrie De Leieun, an archaeologist working with the Department of   
Aboriginal Affairs and Reconciliation. She spoke of Legislative and Cultural Awareness. 
Did you know there is a register of Cultural sites, and all these sites are protected under law? 
Cultural artefacts can be tangible (say, stone or wooden tools), and intangible (say, traditions stories or songlines). 
See pictures... 

Super interesting and informative – we have much to learn, should we listen with open ears…  
 
-Pete Raine 

March : Cherrie De Leieun 

Excellent April monthly Friend's meeting this arvo with a great talk by our guest speaker, Marion Fielke, on Probus. 

Which we learnt is NOT a cult and has it's own day - October 1st - every year. There's a huge number of diverse 

local Probus groups which come in mixed gender as well as men's and ladies only and add a lot of fun, company 

and diverse activities and interests that greatly benefit their members lives.  

-Steve Raine 

April : Marion Fielke 
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May : Jamie  Stott 

The awesome Jamie from the Ecolateral Group was our guest speaker today. 

he told us about the Ecolateral story and showcased some cool products available to help us to "start (keep?) walk-

ing the path from being eco-impacters to being zero-wasters"   

We thank Jamie for her time, such an enthusiastic speaker!   

-Steve Raine 

-and Jamie acknowledges that greenwashing is a significant problem (Ed.) 

Blackwood Action Group - Bus Tour 

On the 1st of May, the Friends of Belair National Park were honoured to co-host a bus tour with the Blackwood   
Action Group, and the Friends of Old Government House, for the 2022 History Festival.  
The tour - 'Belair National Park: Off the Beaten Track' - shared some botanical, historical and cultural information 
about this special place. 
 
Well catered-for, and enjoyed by all, this could / should become an annual event - stay tuned! 
 
Thanks to all that came along, we enjoyed sharing the Park with you… 
 
-Pete Raine. Photos provided by the Blackwood Action Group 

The Group at “Vera’s Seat” 
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The Group enjoying the lunch provided by BAG 

Bushcare Reports 

March 

I love catching up with the Saturday crew and I am really proud to be part of that 'team' and the significant work we 
achieve. That was a pretty tricky job this morning but so important. Such a beautiful spot with so much native bio-
diversity , but making it trickier to pick out the very similar form of Erica hiding among it. Lots of knowledge sharing 
and support, getting our eyes in to spot it, covering each other for the sneaky ones that you can't believe you 
missed (thanks Maureen!). Without our work the Erica turn this into a monoculture of huge shrubs and the biodi-
versity is lost. Nobody could do that work better at any price. (.... but that's forgetting the good work also of the 
Tuesday and Friday crews!). 

-Craig Baulderstone 
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Excellent evening Bushcare session last night with a good group of volunteers working in VMU48 near gate 11 in 
dense but beautiful Stringybark woodland. A pleasant couple of hours spent removing mainly small blackberry 
(Rubus fruticosus) along with occasional small Boneseed (Chrysanthemoides monilifera), Rosa canine (feral rose), 
thistle species and more. Volunteers saw some native wildflowers still out including a few Wahlenbergia or Bluebell 
species. Only a couple more of these evening sessions to go for this year with them proving very successful so far. 
Thanks to Catherine for organising & running them. 
 
- Steve Raine 

April 

So what did we do for Earth Day today? A bushcare session of course - our regular Friday morning one removing 
stacks of invasive Genista monspessulana (Montpellier Broom), Senecio pterophorus (South African Daisy) and 
Fleabane (Conyza species) in the Stringybark woodland of VMU 38. We were treated to some Bursaria spinosa 
(Christmas Bush) laden with seed pods and happy to be freed of their introduced feral rivals, Kennedia prostrata 
(Running Postman) and a flowering Wahlenbergia. (Native Bluebell) among more. Happy Earth Day everyone 
from all the Friends of Belair.  

-Steve Raine 
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We had another great session from James Smith from fauNature on the topic of 'The Importance of Hollows'.  

It was great to combine with the Junior Field Naturalists and we had a good turn out for the talk and then a walk 
outside looking for hollows and signs of them being used. So much was talked about that I wouldn't be able to 
scratch the surface here and interesting that much of the information was contributed to by participation of all the 
clever young people in the audience.  

Some key points are that none of our vertebrates make hollows. Branches fall, termites eat heartwood etc, but all 
this takes a very long time. The example was given that brush tail possums are likely to become extinct in our area 
in the very near future. The tree hollow large enough for them to breed in takes around 300 years to develop, and 
how many trees do we have left that have lived longer than that? Looking closer at the hollows in the trees around 
the Volunteer Centre, you realise just how incredibly old they must be.  

Lots of questions and lots of answers about what James and fauNature do best - understanding the needs of wild-
life and how to improve the habitat for the wildlife around us.  

-Craig Baulderstone. 

Bush Buddies 

May 

Photos by Jo Baulderstone showing the necessity, formation and appearance of tree hollows 
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The first pair of monthly Guided Walks of 2022 concluded yesterday with a good turn out despite the ominous 
clouds and spots of rain beforehand - and, no, we didn't get rained upon! Our walkers, knowledgably led by Barba-
ra Raine, got to enjoy the tiny but marvellous Eriochilus collinus or Parson's Band orchids. As well as catching a 
few other local plants in flower notably Astroloma humifusum or Native Cranberry, Ixodia achilleiodes (Hills Daisy), 
Olearia ramulosa (Twiggy Daisy Bush), some Epacris impressa (Pink / Common Heath) and even some small but 
remarkable Snottygobble (Cassytha glabella) flowers. In addition, although it wasn't flowering they also got to see 
Belair National Park's locally rare Downy Mintbush  (Prostanthera behriana) shrubs.  

A very successful and pleasant walk again - as was the Tuesday version.  

-Steve Raine 

Guided Walks 

April 

The first of the two May Guided Walks went off without a hitch this afternoon. A group of 14 walkers led by Barb 
Raine enjoying beautiful weather to see even more beautiful bushland even though there weren't a lot of wildflow-
ers out yet. We did get to see some Styphelia humifusa, formerly Astroloma humifusa and commonly known as 
Native Cranberry as well as Olearia ramulosa or Twiggy Daisy-bush and the tiny Parsons Band Orchid or as it is 
botanically known Eriochilus collinus.  

-Steve Raine 

May 
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From the little Acorn..… 

 

It started from a simple phone request, and I thought  .… ”This will be easy…I just need to make a phone call and 

then relay the information.” 

The request was straightforward, “I’m looking for an article that I think was written by Pam Tamblyn, as I’ve lost my 

own copy”.  No, he didn’t recall when it had been written, or the exact title, but it was to do with a tree in the old 

Nursery, and about an acorn growing into an oak tree. 

“Oh yes”, replied Pam, “I remember writing an article, but it was some time ago….. we’ll have a look through the 

hard copies of our documents”. 

After a few more phone conversations, (“Perhaps it’s on an old floppy disc (remember those?) that didn’t get copied 

to a current disc…oh dear”), Ron and Pam located her article, and it transpired it was staring me in the face  – or 

rather on the computer screen – as the article was included in the relevant entry on the Significant Tree Register! 

The article “From One Small Acorn” was originally published in “The Viceroy” (Volume 19 December 2000), which 

was the newsletter for The Friends of Old Government House.  The article tells a fascinating story of one of the first 

Cork oaks to be planted in 1865, in what was then  ‘Government Garden and Belair Experimental Orchard’ – now 

State Flora.  Cork oaks would be most useful for the developing wine industry, and perhaps could also become a 

useful industry, but this didn’t eventuate!  In 1863 acorns had been taken from Portugal to germinate at Kew Gar-

dens and then crates of seedlings were shipped to Adelaide on two ships arriving in August 1864; one of these 

ships was the “Orient”.  These seedlings were then distributed to various people and to various locations; the Gover-

nor, Sir Dominick Daly had some seedlings planted next to the ‘Experimental Orchard’ by his Belair summer resi-

dence. There were some other exotic trees already growing well, so it was hoped that the Cork oak seedlings would 

also grow well.  Unfortunately, the Government Garden was destroyed by a bushfire in 1877 – fortuitously a couple 

of Cork oaks did survive the bushfire, and were looked after by the curators, Bill Canny and then his son Jack, be-

tween 1900 and 1957. To their credit, a visiting Spanish forester deemed them “…the finest of any cork oaks …. in 

the world” – that’s some accolade indeed. 

The current state of these trees… 

Unfortunately by the 1980’s they were deemed unsafe and had to be removed – with a large slab of the butt of one 

tree retained in the garden of Old Government House as an appropriate memorial to Sir Dominick Daly, as he had 

encouraged the introduction of Cork oaks to SA. However, with foresight, a seedling from one the original trees had 

been propagated by the staff, and subsequently second-generation acorns have also been propagated by nursery 

staff.     

This is a summary of Pam Tamblyn’s article – it’s well worthwhile reading the article, which is on the Significant Tree 

Register, Volume 5, as the fourth section “Cork oak – State Flora, Reference STR18/47”,   https://

www.friendsofbelairpark.org.au/trees.html 

 

So…. why is Pam’s article of special interest to my enquirer ……. 

Geoff explained during our second phone chat, that he had worked at the (then) Woods and Forestry Nursery for 

30+ years, mainly in propagating plants.  He now also has a small avenue of Cork oaks on his own property, as well 
as a much-loved bowl and a carving made from one of the original Cork oaks. Furthermore, he now has a painting 
of an “Orient” sailing ship, believed to be the same “Orient” that brought the second consignment of crates of Cork 
oak seedlings to South Australia!  Hence the progeny of those seedlings planted in 1865 live on, not only in Belair 
National Park, but in other gardens not too far away.  

Have a look through the Significant Tree Register on our website - there is much to learn about the park, its trees, 

and interesting historical aspects too. 

 

My thanks to Ron and Pam for permission to use Pam’s article, and to the 12 volunteers who worked for 5,000 
hours over three years, in bringing the Significant Tree Register (STR) to fruition, after surveying 1,300 native and 
exotic trees in all areas of BNP; the Preface explains how it was undertaken, and the location of the 50 trees/groups 
of trees described in the STR.  

-Alan Raine 

https://www.friendsofbelairpark.org.au/trees.html
https://www.friendsofbelairpark.org.au/trees.html
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NEW MEMBERS 

We extend a warm welcome to the following new members:  

Sam Bywaters & Dylan, Lily and Lewis O’Brien 

Marcel Essling 

 

The carving made from one of the original 1865 Cork oaks; this was made in about 1986  

by Mr King, of Morphett Vale. 
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Members’ Photos 

Hardenbergia violaceae Jumping koala by Alan Raine 

Parson’s band orchid 

(Eriochilus cucullatus) 

by Bevin Scholz 

Native cranberry (Astroloma humifusum)  

by Alan Raine  

Kangaroo, August 2014 
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BELAIR NATIONAL PARK  
Belair National Park Office 8278 5477 
After hours Emergency 0427 556 676 
 
FREE GUIDED WALKS   
June 14th...Repeated Sunday June 19th 

July 12th...Repeated Sunday July 17th 

August 9th...Repeated Sunday August 14th 

September 13th...Repeated Sunday September 18th 

October 11th...Repeated Sunday October 16th 

November 8th...Repeated Sunday November 13th 

 

SPECIAL EVENTS: 

Professor Cleland  Memorial Walk 
2022: To be advised 
 
Birthday Party 
Held on the 27th October—the date on which the 
Friends of Belair NP was formed. 
 
MONTHLY MEETINGS—2022 
June 4: Gerry Butler - Butterfly Conservation SA Inc. 
July 2: Kris Messenger - Bugs and Slugs 
August 6: John Carty - SA Museum 
September 3: Ross Oke - Goolwa Wellington LAP 
 
 
BUSH CARE: 

Meet at the Green Shed (near Main Oval) 

BEFORE 8.30am Tuesday and Friday mornings. Bush 

care on other days, meet by arrangement. 

For 3
rd

 Saturday of each month at 9.00am meet at the 
Green Shed. 
 

 

 

Membership Payments 

Annual renewal is $10 single, $15 for a family . 
Renewals are due at the beginning of each year. 
 
HOW TO PAY: 
 
1.  Pay the treasurer at a meeting 
 
2.  Forward payment and your contact details to 
  The Treasurer 
  Friends of Belair NP 
  PO Box 2,  Belair 5052 
 
3. To pay by internet use this account information and 
email your contact information to  
rainea@bettanet.com.au 
Bank SA:  BSB 105-078:  A/c No: 306250940 
  A/c Name:- Friends of Belair Park 
  A/c Ref:-  your name (membership fees) 

THE FRIENDS OF BELAIR NATIONAL PARK INC. 

Postal Address:-  PO Box 2 BELAIR SA 5052 
Email:  friendsofbnp@outlook.com 

Website:  https://www.friendsofbelairpark.org.au/ 

Webmaster:   seow@live.com  :  Facebook:   www.facebook.com/fobnp 
 

OFFICE BEARERS FOR 2022 

PRESIDENT   David French  d.t.french.dwht@gmail.com  
VICE PRESIDENT   Craig Baulderstone  cbaulderstone@hotmail.com  
SECRETARY   Craig Baulderstone  cbaulderstone@hotmail.com    
TREASURER   Carol Parrott  8278 6783   acmeparrott27@bigpond.com  
COMMITTEE MEMBERS  James McGregor, Chris Lightowler, Tony Dyson, Hayley Prentice,  
Lesley Charlesworth, Miriam Saunders, Catherine Miles, Pete Raine, Barb Raine, Tina Gallasch 
 

CO-ORDINATORS 
GUIDED WALKS for 2022 (Tuesday)       Barb Raine   0278 2370 rainea@bettanet.com.au  
DUPLICATE WALKS for 2022 (Sunday)   Pete Raine  pirate-pete75@hotmail.com  
BUSH BUDDIES                   Craig Baulderstone    cbaulderstone@hotmail.com  
LIBRARIAN           Aileen Ferris  alienferret@hotmail.com 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR         Tony Dyson  0423 687 180 dysonav@bigpond.com  
FACE BOOK/PUBLICITY         Hayley Prentice hayleyprentice@hotmail.com 
VOLUNTEER CENTRE BOOKINGS        Lesley Charlesworth  0448-968-994  lc.charles@bigpond.com 
MEMBERSHIP          Alan Raine  rainea@bettanet.com.au 
WEBSITE           Chris Lightowler seow@live.com 
SPEAKERS           Pete  Raine  pirate-pete75@hotmail.com  

 

PLEASE NOTE:  ALL MEETINGS, BUSH CARE, AND 

WALKS ARE CANCELLED IN THE EVENT OF A BUSH 

FIRE WARNING OR A SEVERE WEATHER EVENT. 

mailto:friendsofbelairpark@msn.com
mailto:seow@live.com
http://www.facebook.com/fobnp
mailto:rainea@bettanet.com.au
mailto:seow@live.com

