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QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER FOR SEPTEMBER 2019 

 We are all heavily indebted to our weeders, our administration, De-
partment staff and external volunteers for their efforts to maintain, 
to the extent possible, the floral integrity of Belair National Park. 
Many are known to us, others are not. It is our good fortune and by 
our efforts, that a stream of grant income will soon assist us 
(directly and indirectly) in this work. 

There are many challenges ahead for us and for other National 
Parks. We feel for our friends on Kangaroo Island in their looming 
battle for the integrity of Flinders Chase.   

-Tony Dyson 

SOUTHERN BROWN BANDICOOT (Isoodon obesulus) 

PHOTO : BEVIN SCHOLZ 
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President’s Report 

 

The Autumn rains were very late coming but equally wel-

come when they did arrive. Since then, although we are 

still well below our average rainfall for the year, rain has 

meant the cancellation of several bushcare events. Never-

theless, work goes on apace on the finer days and we are 

well placed for when things dry out a bit. 

 

To capitalize on the magnificent work done by Spencer 

Trowse and Ross Handsaker in olive control we now need 

to prevent a plethora of seedling plants undoing the pro-

gress already made. As soon as the weather dries a bit 

and the soursobs begin to collapse we’ll be able to spray 

out the seedlings with glyphosate and metsulfuron.  It’s 

not my place to be reporting on bushcare however this is 

a novel approach to olive control in our group. You’ll see 

more in detail on bushcare from Barb Raine in December. 

 

While we are looking to future work, we’ve invested in an 

electric chain saw (easier to handle and safer than the 2 

stroke one). We are also increasing the number of our 

volunteers qualified to operate chain saws in the park, 

with one qualifying in July. 

 

Among our infrastructure projects progress is slow but 

things are happening. DEW/Crown Lands have a staff 

member dedicated to finalizing our lease on the Volunteer 

Centre. We are promised a result in the next few weeks. 

Kitchen renovations have been delayed through a minor 

admin hitch but should now advance. Nicolle Flint’s office 

have confirmed that the funds promised are there for us. 

 

We have been seeking permission to renovate portions of 

the ‘Green Shed’ where we congregate at the start and 

finish of bushcare session. Senior Conservation Architect 

Kevin O’Sullivan has recently visited the shed and is sup-

portive of our plan for a new floor and lockable door.  A 

section 49 process has to be followed, and Brent Lores, 

our ranger has started this process. 

 

Finally, last Friday I attended a meeting hosted by the 

Conservation Council of SA and called by members of the 

Friends of Parks on KI. Members of several Friends groups 

attended as well as the Naturalists’ Society of SA and oth-

ers. I have reported to our committee on the meeting. 

There will be more. We are looking at the most meaning-

ful support we can provide to those on KI in there opposi-

tion to the AWC walking trail and accommodation pro-

posal. 

 

-Mark Pedlar 

Cover Photo 

It is rare to see these animals in Belair  National Park. They are small, shy and reclusive creatures.  

This one was photographed in August 2018. 

-Ed. 

Flinders Chase 
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Talks at Monthly Meetings 

June Meeting : Mary-Ann van Trigt 

Today’s guest speaker, Mary-Ann, from the Friends of the Adelaide International Bird Sanctuary, was amazing!! 

Here’s some interesting facts: 

1 -The Adelaide International Bird Sanctuary is a young addition to our parks at only 4 years old, but is HUGE! 

At 15,000ha, it dwarfs Belair’s ‘lowly’ 835ha. 

2 - Something like 27,000 birds migrate here to feed and breed at this critical feeding habitat, 

3 - (This fact is astounding) The smallest migratory bird, the red-necked stint – weighs about as much as a sin-

gle Tim Tam biscuit – 15 to 25 grams (an Aussie reference if there ever was), and travels on the wing for up to 

13,000 km in its migration. 

3 (a) - From lil old SA, to China via Indonesia, to it’s nesting grounds in Siberia or Alaska. They fly for up to 7 

days straight, not soaring like an Albatross, flying, like flapping the wings flying! Storms, cyclones etc don ’t faze 

them, they have an innate knowledge and inbuilt navigation compass. 

3 (b) - Read 3(a) again. That is amazing! 

4 – the Friends of the Adelaide Bird Sanctuary are well worth a look. See them here: (https://

www.facebook.com/faibssa/) or Google them. They host plenty of events from planting native plants for 

habitat; to information; to bird ID sessions. Good people, doing good things! 

A great talk, thanks Mary Ann! 

-Pete Raine 

July Meeting : Kate Grigg 

A huge turnout (50+ people by my count) for a truly fascinating talk at today’s meeting. 

Kate Grigg, the ‘Wild Food Huntress’ hosted a most interesting talk about foraging, fungi, edible plants and 

weeds! 

Don’t know a ‘death-cap’ from a ‘Lactarius deliciosus’ from a ‘Lawyers wig’? Kate does! 

With her 20+ years of on-ground expert knowledge of local biodiversity / conservation, combined with her 

encyclopaedic knowledge of local and introduced flora, she shared a captivating insight into the diversity of flora 

in the Mt. Lofty Ranges and beyond. 

Check out her website here: https://www.thewildfoodhuntress.com.au/ 

Kate, thanks! 

An amazing, engaging and detailed talk… So good to spend time with such an expert. 

-Pete Raine 
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Some of Kate's 'props'. Such huge diversity. The colours alone are amazing.  

August  Meeting : Carl Charter 

This afternoon, before our August monthly meeting, we had an excellent, highly informative and enjoyable talk on 
cuttlefish and much more from our guest speaker Carl Charter. Scuba diving instructor and marine conservation-
ist and expert, Carl is part of the Experiencing Marine Sanctuaries (EMS) group which works on caring for and 
introducing people to our state's very different but wonderful marine parks.  

This talk even came complete with undersea video which was modified from a virtual reality tour of a number of 
local underwater localities and their fascinating and impressive almost alien-like denizens, some of which boast 
chamaeleon skins capable of transforming from superb camouflage to brilliant vivid stripes and patterns in sec-
onds.  

An excellent talk enjoyed by all and a beautiful new cuttlefish book added to our library as well! 

-Stevo Raine 
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Bush Buddies : June 

For June Bush Buddies we had our very special guest, 
David Paton, give us a great insight into the world of 
birds and what makes them different to all the other life 
we have been learning about. One challenge is that un-
like other animals and plants, there is no 'dichotomous' 
key to help us identify them. So instead we worked 
through a number of features that we use to identify 
birds and talked about why these features and adapta-
tions are important for survival of these birds. So for 
example there are lots of different shape beaks, feet, 
wings how big are their eyes etc. and also different col-
ours and markings. But then there are so many other 
things that help us to identify birds like where it lives, a 
woodland or a swamp, how it flies and how fast, their 
calls, are they alone or in flocks and how they behave. 

So with this new knowledge we moved on to a game 
where half the room turned around and the other half 

were shown a picture of a bird in its typical habitat, but 
only for 20 seconds because birds don't usually hang 
around long. Then the people who saw the bird had to 
try and describe the bird, so the rest could identify it. 
Then David could help us in indicating what features to 
describe that would uniquely identify that bird. Lots of 
fun and something you could do at home! 

The last part of the session was spent looking at speci-
mens of birds and parts of birds like wings and feathers, 
allowing us to see up close the different features of 
birds and how those adaptations work to the benefit of 
different birds and how they live. And bird identification 
books were available to try and identify these birds. 

-Craig Baulderstone 

Bush Buddies Reports 

Bush Buddies : July 

I think this was the wettest session we have ever had and one of the most important jobs to do that didn't have 
an easy plan B. Despite our school holiday timeslot and the weather, we had a good size group turn up. We 
started indoors by describing the importance of the plants we were planting and the process we followed right 
through to grouping and placements and all the things you 
need to consider for a successful planting. It was soon ap-
parent that our group had come to plant and it was going to 
take a lot worse weather than this to stop them! 

The hardest part was looking for the right place to put the 
holes, with so much natural recruitment that has been trig-
gered by the control burn done earlier this year. It will be ex-
citing to see this patch in a couple of months as all the or-
chids, lilies and other flowers bloom. There is also a lot of 
native weeping grass that has come up. Our team took less 
than an hour to get the 50 plants in the ground and water 
them. 

This planting, from collection of seed, burning of site and the 
involvement of the Bush Buddies kids, was driven by Ranger 
Tim Fulbohm, who sadly died earlier this year and I am sure 
he would have been really pleased to have seen the result. 

-Craig Baulderstone 
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Bush Buddies : August 

Our August session saw us following up on our plant-

ings from last month and looking for new plant species 

in the control burn area. Our plants are happy and 

healthy and looks like lots of orchid leaves and other 

plants ready to blossom soon. The main flowering plants 

were wattles and we collected and pressed some sam-

ples for a herbarium and also used books to indentify 

them. 

We then walked up the Kaloola track to the control line 

of a control burn last year. There has been a fantastic 

response in the area followed up with weeding but still a 

bit to do in other areas with lost of young cape broom. 

Lots of epicormic shoots on the Eucalypts and we talked 

about this adaptation to survive fires. We also had a 

chance to observe striated thornbills up close, their 

movements and listening to their call. Someone also 

found a puffball fungus. 

-Craig Baulderstone 

The Tables Turned 

 

Up! up! my Friend, and quit your books; 

Or surely you'll grow double: 

Up! up! my Friend, and clear your looks; 

Why all this toil and trouble? 

 

The sun above the mountain's head, 

A freshening lustre mellow 

Through all the long green fields has spread, 

His first sweet evening yellow. 

 

Books! 'tis a dull and endless strife: 

Come, hear the woodland linnet, 

How sweet his music! on my life, 

There's more of wisdom in it. 

 

And hark! how blithe the throstle sings! 

He, too, is no mean preacher: 

Come forth into the light of things, 

Let Nature be your teacher. 
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One impulse from a vernal wood 

May teach you more of man, 

Of moral evil and of good, 

Than all the sages can. 

 

Sweet is the lore which Nature brings; 

Our meddling intellect 

Mis-shapes the beauteous forms of things:— 

We murder to dissect. 

She has a world of ready wealth, 

Our minds and hearts to bless— 

Spontaneous wisdom breathed by health, 

Truth breathed by cheerfulness. 

 

Enough of Science and of Art; 

Close up those barren leaves; 

Come forth, and bring with you a heart 

That watches and receives. 

 

William 

Wordsworth 

-selected by Mark Pierson 

NEW MEMBERS 

We extend a warm welcome to the following new members: 

Andrea Stiglingh 

Jeanette and Heath Timberlake 

Angas Black 

Lucinda Hale 

Olivia, Sofie and Amelia Macolino 

Kayla Gilmore 

Matthew Driver 

Martha Bridi and Zachary Simcox 
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Heritage Weeds? 

I was walking along the northern side of Minno Creek preparing for a Heritage Tree guided walk.  The area is very 

weedy – not just with the exotic trees we laud and show-off on a Heritage tree walk! Along with the blackberries, 

gorse, ivy, three-cornered garlic, fumitory and soursobs there are banks of purple perfumed non-native violets. And 

you know what – they are beautiful! 

This area, like many close to the recreation areas, is well and truly invaded with exotic introduced plants. Most are 

garden escapees, many deliberately introduced in the days before 1923 when the Park Commissioners decided to 

plant only Australian plants. Even then they didn’t get it completely right; the “good idea” to plant out a large area of 

the park with Western Australian natives in the 1960s left us the legacy of Sollya (Billardiera heterophylla), the blue-

bell creeper which now invades and threatens to smother our indigenous bush. 

I have often seen rapt visitors to BNP gushing over Cape Tulip in full flower, or photographing the pretty 

“snowdrops” (they are not - they are three-cornered garlic!) in their white flowering glory. Let’s face it: even the yel-

low fields of soursobs are a pretty sight! 

Periwinkle’s cheerful blue flowers adorn the creek edges, and return year after year, despite some efforts to spray or 

dig them out. 

The coastal wattle Acacia longifolia which, although it is a South Australian native, rapidly becomes a weed in good 

bush, is in full bloom along Valley Road.  And it looks lovely!  

Daffodils and Jonquils, and stunning blue Agapanthus, display their showy faces in many places in the Park. Spa-

raxis also grows vigorously, so pretty, but we could never dig it all out! What about Chincherinchee – Ornithogalums 

– which has reached plague proportions in Giles National Park; it is another pretty bulb, but we must strive to keep it 

out of our good bush. 

Pretty pink-blue-purple Scabious is grown in UK for the florist trade. You will find here for free, lining many paths.  

Arum lilies grow all though the Poplar forest along Minno Creek, where those walkers who do not know better ad-

mire the show. 

Let’s face it, we will never get rid of the exotic garden of weeds which grow in parts of the Park. The main task of the 

Friends of BNP is to keep these feral plants out of the designated conservation zone. This is so important! But it is 

already too late to keep the Park pristine. We must accept the feral invaders, perhaps even enjoy them in the places 

where they are well established, while striving to maintain our precious natives, the wildflowers and orchids and 

shrubs and trees that belong here. Being depressed about our multitude of weeds is not the way to go. Let me end 

with a quote from Tim Low’s book “Feral Future” – this could be our mantra: 

I love what is natural and I don’t hate the pests. …. We...(must)...find the courage to change what 

we can and the wisdom to accept what we can’t. We will never evict all the pests we already have, 

but we can try much harder to keep new ones out. A new ecology is emerging, one we don’t yet 

understand, but one that will debase the marvellously rich diversity of life on earth unless we man-

age it well. That is the challenge of our Feral Future. 

Take a walk in the park and enjoy the pretty weeds everyone! Or better still, join us in a beautiful conservation area 

in the park, as we enjoy looking after the lovely native plants there. 

-Barb Raine 

Scabiousa Daffy-b-Dill Fumatory 
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NEW ADDRESS 

Please note our new postal address 

The Secretary, 

Friends of Belair National Park, 

PO Box 413, 

Belair, 5052 

The Newsletter 
The official publication date is the first Saturday of March, June, September and December, ready for the general 

meeting on that day. Cut-off day for the September newsletter contributions is Friday 22 November 2019. Please 

send ideas, reports or articles to the Secretary for passing on to the Editor.  

NB Would newsletter contributors please provide text as word processor files (Arial 10 pt preferred) attached to 

emails. Likewise photos, as separate files or montages of up to A4 size.  

PHOTOS AND CAPTIONS : PETE RAINE 
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THE FRIENDS OF BELAIR NATIONAL PARK INC. 

Postal Address:-  PO Box 413  BELAIR SA 5052 
Email:  friendsofbelairpark@msn.com 

Website: www.communitywebs.org/friendsofbelairpark 

Webmaster:   seow@live.com  :  Facebook:   www.facebook.com/fobnp 
 

OFFICE BEARERS FOR 2019 
PRESIDENT   Mark Pedlar  8278 1991  mnjpedlar@bigpond.com  
VICE PRESIDENT   Mike Cerchez     8270 8870  cerchez@tpg.com.au  
SECRETARY   Tina Gallasch 8178 0688  friendsofbelairpark@msn.com 
TREASURER   Carol Parrott 8278 6783  acmeparrott27@bigpond.com  
COMMITTEE MEMBERS  Mary Cole, Chris Lightowler, Barbara Raine, Tony Dyson 
 

CO-ORDINATORS 
GUIDED WALKS for 2019 (Tuesday)  Bevin Scholz  beveck@gmail.com 
DUPLICATE WALKS for 2019 (Sunday)  Barbara Raine       rainea@bettanet.com.au 
LIBRARIAN      Aileen Ferris 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR    Tony Dyson  0423 687 180 dysonav@bigpond.com  
FACE BOOK/PUBLICITY    Hayley Prentice hayleyprentice@hotmail.com 
SIGNIFICANT TREES    Ron Tamblyn 8393 9803 
VOL. CENTRE BOOKINGS    Tina Gallasch 8178 0688  friendsofbelairpark@msn.com  
MEMBERSHIP     Carol Parrott 8278 6783 acmeparrott27@bigpond.com   
WEBSITE      Chris Lightowler seow@live.com 
SPEAKERS               Frances Eltridge     Frances@eltridge.com 
WORKING BEE COORDINATOR  Barbara Raine 8278 2370  rainea@bettanet.com.au 
WORKING BEES for Tuesday or Friday,   Barbara Raine 8278 2370  rainea@bettanet.com.au 

 

BELAIR NATIONAL PARK (Put these numbers in your  

mobile):  Belair National Park Office 8278 5477 
After hours Emergency 0427 556 676 
 
Guest Speakers 
September: Natasha Huber, Community Engagement, 
CFS. 
October: BBQ - no speaker. 
November: Prof. Chris Daniels, Marine Mammals. 
December: Tony Dyson, FBNP, “What is Wood ?” 

 
 

FREE GUIDED WALKS   
April to November 
Normally held on the 2nd

 
Tuesday of the month and the 

following Sunday. No guided walks over summer. 
Ask at the Park Ticket Office for your free entry, and 

meet at the Green Shed at 1.45 pm for a 2.00pm start.  

The first walk for the 2019 season will be April 9th and 

replicated Sunday April 14th.  
 
 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

Professor Cleland  Memorial Walk 

The Prof Cleland Memorial Walk, 20 October 2019. 
 

Birthday Party 
Held on the 19

th
 of December to celebrate the birthday  

of Belair National Park. 
 
MONTHLY MEETINGS 2018/2019 
First Saturday of the month, 1 pm at the Volunteer Cen-
tre, Long Gully, Belair NP.  Speaker first, then the  
meeting. Visitors welcome 
 

 

 

WORKING BEES. 

Meet at the Green Shed (near Main Oval) 
BEFORE 8.30am Tuesday and Friday mornings. For 
information phone Barbara on 8278 2370 
rainea@bettanet.com.au 
Working Bees on other days, meet by arrangement. 
For 3

rd
 Saturday of each month at 9.00am meet at the 

Green Shed. 

Membership Payments 

Annual renewal is $10 single, $15 for a family . 
 

If joining after 30th June, your first half year is  
discounted to half price, so please pay  $5 for single, or 
$7.50 for joint membership. 
 

HOW TO PAY: 
 

1.  Pay the treasurer at a meeting 
 

2.  Forward payment and your contact details to 
  The Treasurer 
  Friends of Belair NP 
  PO Box 413,  Belair 5052 
 

3.  To pay by internet use this account information and 
email your contact information to  
acmeparrott27@bigpond.com 
Bank SA:  BSB 105-078:  A/c No: 306250940 
  A/c Name:- Friends of Belair Park 
  A/c Ref:-  your name (membership fees) 
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