
 

From the Editor, 

It was with a  sense of trepidation that I volunteered to become your 
newsletter editor knowing that, among other things, I would need to 
learn Microsoft Publisher. However I am pleased to report that, under 
the expert tutelage of Tina Gallasch, the process proved to be not the 
nightmare that I first imagined. 

I hope that, with the passage of time, I may acquire the necessary skills 
to produce work of the same level of art and precision as that displayed 
by the previous editors. 

Tony Dyson 

QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER FOR MARCH 2017 

Total Fire Ban Days 

There are no activities held by the Friends in Belair National Park if there is an Extreme or Catastrophic level Total 

Fire Ban in the Mount Lofty Ranges on that day. (See weather forecast from 4.30pm previous day). If there is a  

severe level fire ban, meetings will go ahead but it is your personal responsibility to ensure that you have a  

communication plan in place.   

There are no working bees if the forecast  
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ORCHID COLLECTING AND THE LAW 

South Australia has some beautiful and delicate orchids.  Most are not showy.  Instead they have a subtle attractive  
beauty.  But they are declining; and for that reason, they are protected by the law, specifically the Native Vegetation Act 
1991.  Picking the flower is illegal let alone digging up the whole plant. 

The only situation where a person can legally remove an orchid or part thereof is when they hold a government author-

ised permit. Legitimate reasons for collecting orchid material include specimen for the State Herbarium, scientific re-

search, rescue or salvage situations when a development is occurring, or collecting seed of threatened species to store 

with the Seed Conservation Centre.  Without a permit, no one can remove any part of a plant even if their reason is legiti-

mate. 

It behoves members to be cautious of any one that asks for assistance with collecting, transporting or photographing 
potted orchids.  Ask to see their permit.  So, what do you do if you suspect someone of picking the flowers or digging up 
the plants?  Contact the Department Environment and Natural Resources Investigation and Compliance Unit. 

There is only a very small number of NOSSA members who hold such permits.  Thelma Bridle, NOSSA Conservation Officer, 
is the person who will know which members hold a permit.  For more information on plant collection permits, contact 
DEWNR at DEWNRresearchpermits@sa.gov.au or visit the website. 

Thank you to Thelma Bridle and Doug Bickerton for their assistance and critiquing of this post.   

Reprinted by permission 

DECEMBER 23, 2016  BY NOSSAORCHIDS 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=4&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwicvOyEsoLRAhVHsJQKHeGtCdAQFggqMAM&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.legislation.sa.gov.au%2Flz%2Fc%2Fa%2Fnative%2520vegetation%2520act%25201991%2Fcurrent%2F1991.16.un.pdf&usg=AFQ
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=4&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwicvOyEsoLRAhVHsJQKHeGtCdAQFggqMAM&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.legislation.sa.gov.au%2Flz%2Fc%2Fa%2Fnative%2520vegetation%2520act%25201991%2Fcurrent%2F1991.16.un.pdf&usg=AFQ
https://www.environment.sa.gov.au/managing-natural-resources/native-vegetation/clearing-offsetting/report-suspected-illegal-clearance
http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/licences-and-permits/Plant_permits
https://nossa.org.au/2016/12/23/orchid-collecting-and-the-law/
https://nossa.org.au/author/nossaorchids/


Friends of Belair National Park 

President’s Report – 2016/7 

Belair’s 125th Birthday Year has been an eventful and fruitful one. 

It is always good to be able to point to what the group has achieved. As in many other cases we tend to fall back on statis-

tics to back our claims of having been successful. Here are some data. Our total volunteer hours worked this year were just 

short of 6000 (actually 5896)! That’s up 26% on 2015. Congratulations and thanks to all those who contributed. That’s fine 

but in reality what did we achieve. 

As with all organisations a portion of those hours went into making sure the group continued to function; committee 

meetings, general meetings, cleaning the volunteer centre and so on. However, most went into activities where real results 

can be seen. 

Over 3000 hours went into bush care.  Groups met for 2 hours on most Tuesdays and Fridays as well as one Saturday a 

month throughout the year. They operated controlling boneseed, broom, Sollya and bridal creeper as well as a range of 

woody species including olive, ash, feral rose, and Rhamnus. The groups have worked across 32 of the 52 vegetation man-

agement units across the park. In the main those not visited are simply too heavily infested to warrant hand work or too 

steep to operate on safely. The results are clearly visible. We are pushing back the frontiers. Some of those showing clearly 

impressive results are where large areas of feral olive have been killed. The hours put in by Spencer Trowse and Ross Han-

secker in this campaign stand out. This is not to decry the efforts of many others throughout the year but large areas of 

dead olive are visible even from a distance; you can see we are making a difference. 

While we have detailed records of where and when we’ve worked not all of these are as yet geolocated. 

 

 

This screen dump from “Collector” show red hatched areas where one volunteer worked in 2015 and blue hatched ones 

where they worked in 2016. Using these data it is easy to revisit sites and see just what has been achieved. We are not just 

clocking up hours, we’re getting results. 

Not all of our time has gone into bushcare. We also set out to introduce members of the public to the beauty and conserva-

tion value of the park. This year we have continued out practice of hosting and guiding walks in the bush areas. These have 

been conducted monthly from April to December, both on a Tuesday and a Sunday – thanks to Bevin Scholz and the Raine 

Family. At an average of 10 participants per walk this introduces nearly 200 local citizens to Belair Park. Indeed, we are in 

discussions with Walks SA to collaborate on walks provision in 2017. 
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2016 has been the year in which the park celebrated its 125th Birthday. A series of events was staged in celebration of this 

milestone. On March 13th our Senior Ranger Jen Pitman opened the year’s programme at a ceremony at Old Government 

House. This event was actively supported by both our local State MP the Hon. Sam Duluk and our “Then aspiring” Federal 

MP, now our Federal Member the Hon. Nicole Flint. Both of these worthy people have offered us continuing and real sup-

port throughout the year. This particular day saw us run a series of bus tours around areas of the park not usually accessi-

ble to those in cars. Since many visitors to the park arrive in cars and a few by train, they may never get into the further 

north and eastern parts. Our bus tours hosted by Peter Raine and Mike Cerchez gave more than 100 takers a new view of 

Belair.  

2016 saw DEWNR decide to demolish several “ranger built” houses and lodges in the park. These structures built immedi-

ately post WWII when both labour and materials were short had become dilapidated. They had, for a long time, been rent-

ed to park staff but had reached a point where upgrading to modern rentable condition would have been cost prohibitive. 

Our History and Heritage group put up a spirited support of their retention but in the end we have had to accept that all 

but one have gone. The one next door to the Volunteer Centre will remain. 

Concurrent with discussions around these issues DEWNR, in the form of John Schutz, Director of Parks, suggested that 

there may be buildings in the park that “the Friends” may be able to make use of as well as the Volunteer Centre. The most 

interesting of these was the Long Gully Pavilion. However, we have decided that what it offers, while it is a significant, large 

covered space, is not something we can make immediate use of. Also, it currently requires significant work to make it 

weatherproof, and ins the light of September’s storms and floods, flood proof. We’ve decided to decline DEWNR’s kind 

offer for the moment. Who knows, it may be possible to revisit the proposal at a later date. 

So, while bushcare, community involvement, and History and Heritage account for most of our measurable results this 

year, it would be remiss of me not to mention the efforts of those who bring our existence to world attention. Chris 

Lightowler’s website continues to provide a window on our world and is has been significantly contributed to by Wayne 

Gallasch’s newsletter. Besides this, over the last couple of years our Facebook page has opened up our presence to yet an-

other segment of the population – thank you Peter Raine and Hayley Prentice. 

Before I wind up this year’s report I have the rare and pleasurable task of being able to announce several Life Member-

ships. It is decades since any were awarded by the group and there are quite a few members who have not only been in the 

group for a significant time but have contributed over and beyond the call of duty to its success over that time. This year 

we recognise five people who  have decades of continued service to the group and be-

sides championing causes vital to the group’s success several have also served in exec-

utive positions on the committee, again several for extended periods. 

Brian DuBois, - joined in 1995 and served 7 years as President, several as Vice Presi-

dent and a further period on the committee. Brian was instrumental in bringing the 

group into the computer age, instigated our website managing it from 2002 until 2014. 

He was also a committed weeder for 15 years. 

 

 

 

Betty Wise, - joined in 1996 and worked with Doug Riley on olive eradication until he  

retired. Betty Adopted two blocks VMUs 11 and 18 as well as working with Ron 

Tamblyn on his block VMU8. Overall her weeding has covered 19 years. Betty served on 

the committee for many years and served 6 years as Treasurer. 

 

 

 

 

Ron & Pam Tamblyn – joined in 1997. Ron served as President for 3 years and tirelessly 

promoted the park particularly by running community walks. Ron and Pam led a  

dedicated team documenting all the significant trees in the park. For many years Ron 

worked on his “adopt-a-block”, VMU 6, targeting olives and pines in particular. 

 

 

 

 



The Newsletter 
The official publication date is the first Saturday of March, June, September and December, ready for the general 
meeting on that day. Cut off day for June newsletter contributions is Friday 12th May 2017. Please send ideas, 
reports or articles to Tony Dyson dysonav@bigpond.com   
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Judith O’Hara – joined in 1993 and led National Parks walks 3 times a month for seven years.  

She spent many years weeding and was a leading light in the Friends’ float in the Blackwood 

Christmas Pageant.  

 

 

 

We have also recognised the immense contribution of both Eric and Mary Cole. Eric passed 

away several years ago but Mary still plays a very significant role in our bushcare effort. Eric 

joined in 1995, became a member of the committee the next year. He served as Vice President 

and was Treasurer for 5 years. Eric and Mary adopted VMU15 and its condition today as a Con-

servation 1 area is testament to the effort they have put in. 

 

With well over 80 volunteers now involved in weeding, walks and events etc, not to mention all those who labour continu-

ously behind the scenes, I am bound to miss someone; I apologise. Still, I must thank two ladies without whom the group 

would seriously struggle. Secretary Tina Gallasch and Treasurer Carol Parrott put in more hours than I care to imagine and 

have an endless supply of lifelines that they continue to throw me. Thank You.  (Photos by Wayne Gallasch) 

 

10 years:               Andrew Goldie 
                                Isabel Storer 
                                Spencer Trowse 
 
30 years                Beth Pitman 
 
 

20 years                 Mary Cole 
                                Ralph Foster 
                                Jo and Allen McCann 
                                Ruth and Barry Palmer 
                                Ron and Pam Tamblyn 
                                Barbara Warburton 
                                Betty Wise 

The following Service Awards for 2016 were presented  at the Friends Birthday Party on 

19th December 
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Membership renewal for 2017 is now due. Fees remain the same: 

Single membership $10 and family membership $15 

Bank details BSB 105-078, Acct Number 306250940, and Acct Name Friends of Belair Park 

OR by cash or cheque to PO Box 2 Belair 5052, OR at a meeting. 
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2017 Membership Renewal 



Financial Report to the AGM of The Friends of Belair National Park 4th February 2017 

2016 proved to be a challenging, exciting and rewarding year as we immersed ourselves in celebrating the 125th anniversary 

of Belair National Park and this report has more than a few “thankyous” --- so, bear with me please. 

During the year we undertook two projects that had financial implications.  

The first was to design, print and install 2 new interpretive signs in significant historical areas of the park. We were success-

ful in obtaining a grant for this project from the City of Mitcham Council in the category of “special events & projects”. This 

project is in its final stages with the designs approved and ready to be printed and framed. My sincere thanks to Pam 

Tamblyn who researched and wrote the historical back story for each sign and to Bevin Scholz for his stunning photographs 

of the Echo Tunnel & Lower Waterfall sites. 

The second project was to design a series of greeting cards depicting images of Belair National Park and using the reverse of 

the cards to acknowledge the 125th anniversary, and to promote The Friends group. There was no external funding for this 

project so it was a “leap of faith” that our beautiful park would sell itself provided that we made an attractive enough prod-

uct. The images we used were all donated by our talented photographers Jenny Skinner, Bevin Scholz and Tina Gallasch. 

Thankyou almost seems inadequate as a response to this generosity. Suffice to say that there would not have been a pro-

ject without them. Professional printing was a must to ensure that we had the quality that we needed. So ---- the total cost 

of funding, including stationery and packaging, was $1330.20. Given that our cheque account rarely has more than $1500 in 

it, to say that I was nervous at this stage would be an understatement! However, it is an absolute pleasure to report that 

our total sales for the year totalled $2004.50. What a result. Thankyou to everyone who bought and sold cards throughout 

the year. In addition to the sales we gifted packs of cards to each of our guest speakers for the year and they were demon-

strably appreciated by each of them. Watch this space for a new series of cards this year. 

During 2016, and conscious of the number of displays that we would be putting together we bought new display boards and 

sandwich boards. The majority of this expenditure was funded with $1000 withdrawn from the term investment account. 

The new library cupboard was funded from general revenue. 

We applied for 5 grants during 2016, were successful with 2 of them and still waiting for the outcome of the last one. The 

one not mentioned so far in this report is a $5000 Community NRM Action Grant in the 2016/17 round. The work funded by 

this grant is to be used to continue the woody weed control in VMU’s 20, 36 and 17, to protect threatened species &critical 

habitat in those areas. In particular the Pterostylis Cucullata populations. Thanks to Jen Pitman for her help with this grant 

application and her management of its expenditure. 

As I reviewed our income and expenditure records I noted that the donations had increased substantially by comparison 

with several previous years. The breakdown of this income is worth mentioning. Several of our members choose to make a 

donation when they renew their membership and this generosity is greatly appreciated. The donations from other groups 

using the Volunteer Centre are substantial and thanks must go to the willing band of cleaners, Mary Cole for opening and 

closing and Tina Gallasch for managing bookings. However, almost half of all donations came from providing morning/

afternoon teas for various events and therefore, yet another thankyou to those who helped at these events by being availa-

ble on the day and also by contributing delicious food. This clearly identifies an opportunity for us in the future. 

Sarah Allen has been our auditor for 5 years. I would like to thank Sarah personally and on behalf of the Friends group. She 

has been an amazing, patient teacher and mentor for me and has provided us with a wonderful service. Her work is very 

much appreciated. My thanks also to Altitude Advisory for completing the signing off of the records. The audited accounts 

are posted on the notice board and will be included in the March newsletter. 

Total funds in hand at 31/12/2016 $9358.59, with liabilities of $1478.00. 

Membership: 

Our membership has increased again during 2016, rising from 126 to 136. It is especially pleasing that these new members 

to the group are making an active contribution particularly in Bushcare. 

1) - The committee recommends that membership fees remain the same for 2017, being $10 single & $15 family. 2) - Has 

made an executive decision to increase the donation for the use of the Volunteer Centre from $25 to $30 per day. This is 

the first increase for many years.  

Carol Parrott 04/02/2017 



FoBNP Report to the AGM for Bushcare Activities in 2016 

In 2016 the bushcare volunteers contributed 3137 hours of work in Belair National Park. We have worked in 33 different 
VMUs, removing weeds such as African daisy, blackberry, boneseed, broom, buddleia, dog-rose, gorse, monadenia, olive, 
rhamnus, sollya, St. John’s wort, and thistles. This means there are only 19 VMU’s where we have not worked at all. A Basal 
Bark spraying program also commenced in 2016, thanks to Mark and Mary – the dead ash trees along Valley Road and other 
areas are showing this to be an effective treatment. 

Numbers of regular Weeders have increased and we now have 45 people who volunteer their time. Most come regularly, and 
others come whenever they can. Attendance at the third Saturday working bee has gradually increased, and it is particularly 
good to see some young people getting involved, as this brings renewal to the group. We value the fantastic work all our 
workers do, whether at a regular Group Session, or the monthly Saturday Session, or as an “Adopt-a-Block” bushcarer. 

I would also urge those who have a special interest in certain areas, whether as workers or walkers, to keep us informed of 
what they see, so that as the need arises we can keep on top of any new or increasing weed problems in the park, especially 
to maintain the good bush areas. We can’t do it all, but we will definitely give it our best efforts! 

Members may be interested to know the increasing total of Bushcare hours since 2010: 

 

The VMU’s where a total of 200+ hours were spent during 2016 are: 

 

Some of these are Adopt-a-Block VMU’s, where the Group have worked as well as the individual members putting in a lot of 
their own time – a reflection of the dedication by lots of individuals. 

Plans for 2017 

We have now commenced improving the garden by the Volunteer Centre, and have started work in the creek behind the Vol-
unteer Centre. The “Tarnma Creek Project” is aiming to restore this section to its pre-1836 natural state; this restoration pro-
ject will serve a useful public education purpose in a public area, and show some pride in our Volunteer Centre, which is fre-
quently used by community groups.  

Finally 

My thanks to the excellent continuing work by Bevin Scholz in providing us with efficient computer weeding records, so we 
can easily access information as to where and when different areas of the park have been weeded. This enables us to revisit 
areas within in a two-year period, and guides us in prioritising our bushcare work. We work closely with our Liaison Ranger Jen 
Pitman and Weed Management Officer Tim Fuhlbohm both of whom give us valuable guidance on our work areas and meth-
ods.  My personal thanks to Mike Cerchez and Mary Cole, for their support and sharing their years of experience in Bushcare, 
as well as all the current workers, so that we collectively maintain the bushcare contribution of all who have worked in the 
previous 30 years. 

The impact of our work is often illustrated by the ”Before and After” photos on our Facebook page  thanks to Hayley, Pete and 
Steve for using this technology to publicise our efforts.  

Once again, a huge THANK YOU to all our volunteers who contribute their time and energy to looking after our beautiful Belair 
National Park! 

Barb Raine,  Bushcare Co-ordinator 

 

 

Year Total Number of Bushcare hours 

2010 1157 

2011 1574 

2012 2040 

2013 2546 

2014 2897 

2015 3113 

2016 3137 

VMU Number of Bushcare hours in 2016 

28 499 

9 (combined) 375 

33 296 

26 232 

34 208 
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Birdwatching in Belair National Park 

Have you ever been birdwatching? Belair National Park is a fantastic place for bird watching as it has great open wood-

lands as well as a permanent water source.  

Some birds live in the park while others just visit at certain times of the year. There have been 125 different species of 

birds recorded in Belair National Park. How many have you seen?  

Birdwatching tips: 

Try to wear clothes that are not too bright. 

Going as early in the morning as possible is best as this is when birds are most active. 

Keeping quiet when birdwatching is important to not frighten birds away. 

Looking for birds in the trees is great but they are also often on the ground foraging so make sure to look there too.  

Take binoculars with you to be able to better see birds from a distance. 

Listening for bird calls is a good way to know which birds are around. 

Take a bird ID book, and paper and pencil, to keep a list of the different species you spot. 

Some birds you might see in the park 

Rainbow lorikeet, Laughing Kookaburra, Adelaide Rosella, Common Bronzewing, Noisy Miner, Galah, Emu, Tawny frog-

mouth. 

For a full list of the birds that have been recorded please visit: 

http://www.birdssa.asn.au/wp-content/uploads/Belair_NP_Checklist.pdf 

Bird jokes: 

What do you give a sick bird? 

 Tweetment! 

What do you call a funny chicken? 

 A comedi-hen! 

What is a ducks favourite tv show? 

 The feather forecast!  

What happened to the owl who lost her 

voice? 

 She didn't give a hoot! 

 

 

Colour in this cockatoo! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

JUNIOR MEMBERS’ CORNER, By Hayley Prentice 

http://www.birdssa.asn.au/wp-content/uploads/Belair_NP_Checklist.pdf
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Galah and Australian Darter both photographed in the park by Hayley Prentice  
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The state’s oldest national park, Belair is also the second dedicated national park in Australia.  In 1840, the land 
was set aside by Governor George Gawler as a government farm.  It was later used to farm hay and 
care for police horses in the gold escort and other services. 

Through the early to mid-1900s, approaches to the preservation of native flora and fauna in the park changed so 

that all future planting in the area would be restricted to native South Australian plants.  As a result, the last non-

native planting in the park was of 700 Japanese cherry trees. Remains of the plantation can be found in the park 

along RSL walk.   

By 1929, the park had 42 tennis courts.  In the years to follow, trees were cleared for a nine-hole golf course to raise 

additional funds for the park and this was later expanded to 18 holes. 

Today, there are many options available for those visiting the park, which has woodlands and lakes, shared-use trails, 

cricket pitches and tennis courts to hire. You can explore Old Government House, and let the kids go wild on the ad-

venture playground. 

Trail: Adventure Loop Trail 

Access: About 13km south-east of the Adelaide CBD. The park entrance is off Upper Sturt Road, Belair. There is a 

vehicle entry fee of $12, payable at the information office.  Alternatively, you can pay online before your visit. 

Rating: Moderate to challenging – there are sections of challenging inclines, combined with tight single tracks 

through the valleys. 

Length: Approximately a 13km loop. 

Time: About three hours at a moderate pace, or more than five hours for those who intend to stop along the way and 

walk at a slower pace. 

Features:  After paying our fees at the information 

office, we made our way along Queens Jubilee 

Drive and parked in one of the many parks along 

the left side.  Some of these spots may have been 

hired out for the day, but there will be signs alerting 

you to this. 

Leaving the car we found the narrow walking trail 

leading to Old Government House.  After a brief 

look over the fence and a couple of photos, we took 

the marked trail to the left.  The Adventure Loop 

has plenty of trail markings along the way and is 

colour-coded yellow. 

The beginning section is a wide gravel track, going 

past the State Flora Nursery on the left. This will take you on a slow ascent before reaching a peak with beautiful 

views across the city. 

This article appeared in InDaily 16 December 2016.  It is by  Jodie Vidakovic. Reprinted with permission. 

Adelaide walking trails:  
Belair National Park 

 

Belair National Park is the ideal 
place to experience a sense of  

adventure, with many trail options 
to explore in a beautiful bushland  

setting. 

http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/parks/Find_a_Park/Browse_by_region/Adelaide_Hills/belair-national-park/booking/vehicle-entry-fees


 
Continuing onwards, we took a trail link meeting up with Waterfall Hike loop.  At the T-junction turn right, contin-
uing on the Waterfall Hike to make your way to the Upper Waterfall.  The trails through here offer open views through 
the valley to your left and wooded forest and wildflowers to your right.  It really is a pretty section of track. 

There hadn’t been much rainfall when we went, so the waterfall 

didn’t have much of a flow.  We still took the opportunity to trav-

erse down the hillside to get a closer look. Be extremely careful, 

as it is steep and unstable. 

Beyond the Upper Waterfall, go left and the trail turns into the 
Adventure Loop.  Continuing on for about 1km, it veers around 
to the right meeting Saddle Hill Road.  Cross the road to contin-
ue on the trail. 

Just off the track to the left, the familiar besser blocks caught my 

eye.  My walking partner was ahead of me and had already 

made the challenging jog to the top.  Not to be left behind I 

made my way up, which was quickly followed by heavy breathing and the urge to be sick.  Luckily this quickly 

passed.  This isn’t part of the Adventure Loop, so only head up the hill if you feel like an extra challenge. 

Making our way back down the besser blocks, and onto the loop we soon stumbled across a sequoia plantation.   

This incredibly peaceful and tranquil place is a fitting World War II memorial, dedicated to Australian and American 
allied forces.  
Unveiled in 2008, the trees are overwhelming in size and a beautiful spot to catch your breath. 

Continuing on, the track meets up with Cherry Plantation Road.  Turn left, following the sealed road.  After about 1km 
you will come to the park boundary; turn right on the trail and continue until you come to Kari Track on the right and 
then the trail link on your left to Melville Gully Road.  We took the Melville Gully Road option so we could see Amphi-
theatre Rock and parts of the other smaller trail loops; otherwise, stay on Adventure Loop Trail taking you around the 
boundary of the park. 

Amphitheatre Rock is easy to miss.  There is a sign – behind some bushes.  You will need to cross a field, and the 
day we went it was more of a swamp with no trail in sight.  I wasn’t overly impressed when we did finally get to the 
rock.  But maybe that was because I fell over on the rocks and dirt in the process. 

Make your way back to the sealed road to continue on.  This wide road will take you past the many picnic areas and 
pavilions, a great place to spend the day with family. 

We left the sealed road at the Heritage Tree Walk/Valley Loop Hike. This easy trail is cool and shady, taking you past 
many tree species including oak, pine, and sequoia trees.  These were planted in the late 1800s. 

Following the Valley Loop, signs will take you past the dam.  At the Adventure Playground, we turned right, past Old 
Government House and back to the car. 

Tips: If you’re looking for a spot to relax and refuel post-walk, I highly recommend Sheoak Café on Sheoak 

Road.  Make sure you try its baked beans. 

Download the Avenza PDF Map app so you can access interactive maps when you 

need them.  The app allows you to download National Parks SA maps and uses your 

device’s built-in GPS to plot your real-time location within the park onto a map. You 

can also download your Belair National Park map here, and keep up to date with  

latest park alerts.  

 

 

 

Photos by Jodie Vidakovic: Trails & 

Wildflowers:  Upper Waterfall and 

Sequoia Plantation. 
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http://sheoakcafe.com.au/
https://www.avenzamaps.com/maps/how-it-works.html
http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/parks/Home
https://www.environment.sa.gov.au/parks/Find_a_Park/Browse_by_region/Adelaide_Hills/belair-national-park#maps


FRIENDS OF BELAIR NATIONAL PARK 

Postal Address:-  PO Box 2 BELAIR SA 5052 
Email:  friendsofbelairpark@msn.com 

Website: www.communitywebs.org/friendsofbelairpark 

Newsletter 2017 :  Situation vacant 

Webmaster:   seow@live.com 

Facebook:   www.facebook.com/fobnp 
 

OFFICE BEARERS FOR 2017 
PRESIDENT   Mark Pedlar  8278 1991  mnjpedlar@bigpond.com  
VICE PRESIDENT   Mike Cerchez     8270 8870  cerchez@tpg.com.au  
SECRETARY   Tina Gallasch 8178 0688  friendsofbelairpark@msn.com 

TREASURER   Carol Parrott 8278 6783  acmeparrott27@bigpond.com  
COMMITTEE MEMBERS  Mary Cole, Chris Lightowler, Barbara Raine, Jim Trueman, Wayne Gallasch, 
     Hayley Prentice 
 

CO-ORDINATORS 

GUIDED WALKS for 2017 (Tuesday)  Bevin Scholz  beveck@gmail.com  
DUPLICATE WALKS for 2017 (Sunday)  Hayley Prentice 0415107464  hayleyprentice@hotmail.com 
LIBRARIAN      Shirley Alford 8278 1525 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR    Tony Dyson  0423 687 180 dysonav@bigpond.com  
FACE BOOK     Hayley Prentice 0415 107 464  hayleyprentice@hotmail.com 
SIGNIFICANT TREES    Ron Tamblyn 8393 9803 
VOL. CENTRE BOOKINGS    Tina Gallasch 8178 0688  friendsofbelairpark@msn.com  

MEMBERSHIP     Carol Parrott 8278 6783 acmeparrott27@bigpond.com   
WEBSITE      Chris Lightowler 8270 4215 seow@live.com 

SPEAKERS      Bev Bennet   8277 1841 beverleybennet@bigpond.com  
WORKING BEE COORDINATOR Barbara Raine  8278 2370 rainea@bettanet.com.au 

BELAIR NATIONAL PARK (Put these numbers in 
your mobile) 
Belair National Park Office 8278 5477 
After hours Emergency 0427 556 676 
 

FREE GUIDED WALKS  April to November 
Normally held on the 4

th
 Tuesday of the month. No guid-

ed walks over summer. 
Ask at the Park Ticket Office for your free entry, and 
meet in the car park there at the Office at 1.45 pm for a 
2.00pm start.  Dates for 2017 are: April 25

th
, May 23

rd
, 

June 27th, July 25
th
, August 22nd, September 26

th
,  

October 24
th
 and November 27

th
. 

 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

 

Professor Cleland  Memorial Walk 

The Walk was cancelled for 2016.  It will be back bigger 

and better than ever in 2017. 
 

Birthday Party 
Held on the 19

th
 of December to celebrate the birthday of 

Belair National Park. 
 

MONTHLY MEETINGS 2016/2017 
First Saturday of the month, 1 pm at the Volunteer Cen-
tre, Long Gully, Belair NP.  Speaker first, then the meet-
ing. Visitors welcome 
 

April 1st  Barbecue: Start 12.30pm 

May 6th:  Sally Arnold from WildWood Park, Cambrai.  Come and 

meet a wombat. 

June 3rd:   Chris Brodie  Weeds Botanist:  Chris will focus on the weeds  

prevalent in Belair National Park. 

July 1st Jill Argent Carrick Hill:  The story of the Haywards of Carrick 

Hill. 

 

WORKING BEES. 
Meet at the Volunteer Centre: 
BEFORE 8.30am Tuesday and Friday mornings. For 
information phone Barbara on 8278 2370 
rainea@bettanet.com.au 
Working Bees on other days, meet by arrangement. 
For 3

rd
 Saturday of each month at 9.00am phone  

8278 2370  rainea@bettanet.com.au 
 

Membership Payments 

Annual renewal is $10 a single, $15 for a family regard-
less of when it is paid. 
 

If joining after 30th June, your first half year is discount-
ed to half price, so please pay  $5 for single, or $7.50 for 
joint membership. 
 

HOW TO PAY: 
 

Pay the treasurer at a meeting 
 

Forward payment and your contact details to 
  The Treasurer 
  Friends of Belair NP 
  PO Box 2, Belair 5052 
 

Pay by internet use this account information and email 
your contact information to 
acmeparrott27@bigpond.com 
Bank SA:  BSB 105-078 
  A/c No:- 306250940 
  A/c Name:- Friends of Belair Park 
  A/c Ref:-  your name (membership fees) 
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